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YOUR EXCELLENCE 
S H I N E S  T H R O U G H

Your work as a nurse is so meaningful. All across Georgia, we see what you do. 

Providing high-quality care. Informing and educating patients and families. Helping 

everyone feel safe and protected. You make a difference, and we appreciate you.

At Wellstar, our nurses make us proud, every day. If you’re ready to bring your unique 

perspective and expertise to our team, let your nursing skills shine with Wellstar.

careers.wellstar.org/nurses

2023 
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OUR NURSES
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WELCOME

WELCOME

CO-HOSTS

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Susan Grant
DNP, RN, NEA-BC, FAAN
EVP, Chief Experience Officer & Chief Nurse Executive
Wellstar

Leroy Chapman
Editor
The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution

Monica Kaufman 
Pearson
Broadcast Journalist, 
PeachtreeTV

Tena Barnes Carraher
Co-founder, Vice President 
Marketing & Communications
The DAISY Foundation
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Beth Reilly 
MSN, APRN, ACHPN
Advanced Practice 
Registered Nurse
Empath Tidewell Hospice

Iris B. Hamilton 
RN, MPA 
Director, ll | Amerigroup  

Jo Shuford-Guice 
MSN, NP
Nurse Practitioner
River Region Dermatology & Laser

Felecia Sanchious 
ARNP
Family Nurse Practitioner 
Tampa Bay Radiation 
Oncology

Angela Pointer, 
MS, BSN, RN
Director Talent Acquisition,  
Sentara Healthcare

TODAY’S PROGRAM

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR JUDGES

NURSING LEADERSHIP AWARD
JUDGES:

Welcome & Opening Remarks
Lunch*
Awards Presentation
Keynote Address
Closing Remarks
Dessert Social
 
* Please begin eating once seated

	ɖ This Sunday, May 14th, be sure to look for the Celebrating Nurses special section in the  
Atlanta Journal-Constitution. For more information, please visit ajc.com/celebratingnurses

	ɖ Share your photos and selfies with us using #AJCNURSES! Be sure to stop for a selfie with one of 
our roaming selfie photographers, sponsored by Northside Hospital!

	ɖ Check out Pulse, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s digital lifestyle magazine for nurses.  
Find the latest industry news, jobs opportunities and more at ajc.com/pulse

CELEBRATING 
NURSES 
AWARDS

PRESENTED BY
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L O O K  T O

A  H E A LTH I E R  F U T U R E
FOR

TO G E THER
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Athens Regional 
Medical Center

Kelly Sanders

Children’s Healthcare  
of Atlanta
Abby Fallis

Anneka Hitch 

Emory Healthcare
Vernell Davis

Mildred Sattler

Lenbrook
Jessica Whitten

Northside Hospital 
Amy Boren

Sonja Bozoian
Renee Brand

Sara  Dalal
Lauren  Forkel

Veritta Henderson
Kelly Inoue
Divya John

Becky Maldonado
Ana  Subasic

Regine Thigpen
Victoria Thompson

Kendra Walburn
Becky Weidler

Piedmont Healthcare
Kim Allen

Miriam Eide
Leigha Fallis

Sara Hancock 
Annette Harrilson

Kim Hester
Eric  Holbert 

Vincent Kamin
Holly Lehmberg
Katie Lunsford
Allison Murphy

Dena Ollis
Kimberly Pace

Susie Payne
Catherine Rohde

Vanessa Tull
Victoria Umstead

Sonya Walker
Andrea Wilkins-Howard

University of  
Georgia Health Center

Missy Jackson

Wellstar
Tiffany Ahmadi

Sefemor Akrobotu
Ivy Amini

Elizabeth Amos
Ava Ayres

 

April Brewer
Paola Buitrago
Lenny Carrese
Lydia Casteel

Fernanda Costa 
Stefanie Crumbley

Kyle Doehrman
Caitlyn Flanagan
Maryann Forbus
Jennifer Garcia

Lori Goraczewski
Nichole Johnson

Paula Lett
Aimee Maddox
Michele Maye

Iman Miles
Charlene Mitchell

Hilla Rapo
Sharissa  Ray 

Kelly Robinson
Steven Scheffer
Mary Streeter

Camisha Taylor
Christy Taylor
Carol Walker

Kimberly Watkins
Walt Wiley

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s Celebrating Nurses Leadership Award recognizes 
nurse leaders serving in an administrative capacity, specifically those at the Director 
level or above, who demonstrate advocacy, vision, and collaboration to enhance 
patient care and improve the nursing workplace. In addition to being a respected 
leader, Celebrating Nurses seeks nominees who have developed innovative approaches 
that enhance the quality of nursing care and have made a positive impact on the lives 
of others through selfless, courageous, creative, and compassionate acts.

CONGRATULATIONS TO EACH OF THESE 
EXTRAORDINARY NURSES LEADERS

NURSING LEADERSHIP 
AWARDS



TODAY WE CELEBRATE 
THESE OUTSTANDING NURSES.

The prestigious Celebrating Nurses Awards is in its 18th year and continues to see 
hundreds of stellar nominations. After careful consideration based on competitive 
criteria, ten Registered Nurse honorees and one exceptional leadership award 
honoree were selected for their remarkable work and dedication. We are proud to 
celebrate their achievements and recognize the contributions of skilled and diligent 
nurses throughout Georgia.

MEET THE 2023 CELEBRATING  
NURSES HONOREES
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Mark Lee
Emory Healthcare

Stacey Howard
Children's Healthcare 
of Atlanta 

Anna Paller 
Wellstar Kennestone

Lisa Treadwell
Piedmont Eastside 
Medical

Kellie Mitchell
Wellstar Paulding

Janet Rollor
Wellstar Kennestone
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Kathleen LePain
Piedmont Athens 
Regional

Brandie Christian
Northside Gwinnett

Rita Ford
Northside Gwinnett

Terri Holden
Piedmont Carterville

Mildred Sattler
Emory Healthcare

NURSING  
LEADERSHIP 

AWARD HONOREE
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NURSES 
AWARDS
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Atlanta Neurology
Brandy  Hughes

Children’s Healthcare  
of Atlanta 
Melissa Bailey
Melanie Bankston
Amanda Batlle
Portia Black
Christine Carlton
Shelby Dean
Jonathan Demonbreun
Lauren  Deputy
Jessica Fannon
Nikki Fuller
Adrienne Graham
Abigail  Greenberg
Angela Hawthorne
Lori Helfrich
Megan Holst
Stacey Howard
Ebonee Jordan
Allison Kruse
Melissa Lambert
Margaux Lodde
Krista Lowe
David  Mardis 
Kiawa McGibbon
Megan McIntire Douglas
Gabby Miller
JaBria Mitchell
Yetunde Nonye-John
Molly Parker
Rachel Patterson
Temple Pettigrew

Tamra Prieur
Cassandra Prochaska
Mahala  Pruitt 
Alina Reyes
Zachary Schellhase
Brie Smith
Marla Sussman
Shannon Swan
Maria Thatcher
Andrea Thompson
Erica  Towery
Lauren Townsend
Selina Villalpando
Cayman  Voyles
Dixie White
Brandy Williamson

Compass Hospice
Haylee Hurley

Emory Healthcare
Trinh Bu
Janice Christie
Joshua Clark
Teresa  Costley
Samina Damani
Carol Healey
Kathleen  Heard 
Annie  Hill 
Stan Jennings
Tameka Jones-Killebrew
Robbin Lawson 
Kimberly  Layton 
Mark Lee
Arielle Murray 
Marva Ollivierre Sargeant

Sophie  Parkin 
Ishani Patel
Khyshmah Ramadhan
Anita Rich
Jordon Taylor Roberts 
Susanna  Taylor
Sheeja Thomas
Quyen Tran
Terri Watkins 
Alison Yam
Melissa Beth Yashinsky
Tony Zanardo
Georgia Cancer Specialist
Jessica Bishop
Mary Lea Butler
Linda Delgross

Grady Health System
Justine Brewer
Sherrell Collins
Adrienne  Hammond
Neka Jones 
Lestevia Moore
Cheryl Russell
Molly Vandegraft

Infectious Disease 
Services of GA,  PC
Chantal Ribley

Kaiser Permanente
Ursula Hodge
Leigha Wirtz
 
Lenbrook
Chiniqua Carter
Jessica Whitten

Northeast Georgia  
Health System
Kelly Adams
Denise  David
Jordan Davis
Regina Dryden
Kami English
Tanya Harper
Tina Hubbard
Tina  Mitchell
Suzanne Nunnally
Emilie Parker
Manuela Radu
Amy Rawls
Angelia (Angie) Runion
Holly Trusty
Katrina Vandiver

Northside Hospital
Jayla Abbott
Fadekemi Bolu Adeniyi
Anneliese Afzali
Nicole Ajavon
Bianca  Allen
Bethany Anderson
Marcy  Autry
Marian Avila
Keri  Boatright
Amy Booth
Renee Brand
Debra Brantley
Anabel Brenner
Rachel  Brewer
Jennifer Bridges
Diane Brown
Virginia Brown
Danielle Brown
Vanessa Brunatti
Michelle Cantrell
Valyncia Carter
Lynda Casseus
Valerie Cato
Keri Charles
Marie  Charles
Jenifer Chong

Brandie  Christian 
Theresia Clarke
Cathy Clayton
John Dillingham
Jena Dotson
Jeffrey Douglass
Rhonda Dupree
Caroline  Durham 
Grier Eidson
Rhiannon Faith
Amy Fischer
Rita Ford
Tiffany Goodman
Dana Gopal
Michelle Gray
Karen Greenspan
Jeanette Hairston
Lisa Hall
Michelle Hamilton
Ginger Harriss
Karen  Henline
Jennifer Hill
Jessica  Hill
Jennifer Hogan 
Maxwell  Holst
Victoria Hood
Traci Hoover
Esther Hulsegge
Wynell Jeffrey
Paulette Johnson 
Wren Jones
Hannah Kennedy
Reena Kunju
Linu Kurian
Kara Lamarca
Brianna Lawrence
Courtney Lewis
Dawn  Lopez
Brittnay Lynch
Jennifer Mahony
Ana Manrrique
Hali Mantooth
Abigail  Markham
Ryan  Martin 
Caroline  McCann

Maria Mikita
Kathy Miles
Brynn Mills
Joyce Mukamugenga
Angie Myers
Darlene Nabors
Nazia Nazir
Laura Neidhardt
Charlie Nix
Nicole Norris
Cara Oglesby
Tiffany Oliver
Susana Olivera
Paige Oney
Emily Poillucci
Maggie Poore
Megan Powell
Monique Reid
Julie Rivers
Anna  Rosenblum
Lanita Russell
Jamie Ryals
Courtney Schilling
Wyteria Smith
Megan Smith
Brooke  Stanley
Ana Subasic
Tenaya Swiden
Reena Thomas
Brenda Thompson
Lyndey Titus
Diana  Torres
Kristin Tuggle
Melissa  Udell
Ana Ursu
Kendra Walburn
Kayla Ward
Lori Watson
Jeffrey Williams
Jennifer Williams
Amanda  Williams
Kristen Wilson
Tomeka Wooten
Da  Yoo
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Each year, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution receives hundreds of nominations from 
patients, families, colleagues and supervisors. They share personal stories about 
how nurses make a difference in the lives of others.

CONGRATULATIONS TO EACH OF THESE 
EXTRAORDINARY NURSES
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THANK YOU!

Piedmont Healthcare
Elizabeth  Baiyewu
Lisa Bellflower
Ivey Benson
Amber Bixler 
Rachael  Carrington
Kristen Carson
Jennifer Castanos
Rashida Chandler
Kristen Clark
Ashley Copeland
Jimmy Dipietro
Selena Dorrough
Alexis Dudley
Jana Duncan
Patricia Dunn
Renee Edge
Veronica Elliott
Courtney Fizer
Dawn Sheree George
Sharnette Grubbs
Terri Holden
Anne Hopkins
Katie Howton
Amanda Hunt
James Jensen
Patty Johnson
Nikki  Kenyon
Vanessa  Leon 
Kathleen LePain
Samantha  Lester
Sharon Mack
Kathryn Mansfield
Joshua McCoy
Cody McTeer
Joe Mikula
Sandra Morales
Katie Moua
Marcus Neumann
Mercy Oduah
Kimberly Oravec
Elli Patrick
Susan Payne
Krista Pettigrew
Kristin Phillips

Nicki Pollard
William Reynolds
Anna Rigdon
Elizabeth  Robinson
Alvin Sanderson
Mia Short
Bailey Silva Williamson
Thomas Skinner
Karen Skinner
Kathleen Toribio
Lisa Treadwell
Tiffany Walls

Shady Grove Fertility 
Dominic  Williams 

Southern Regional 
Medical Center
Jenn Pruitt

Tanner Health System
Tammy Barlow 

Wellstar 
Madyson Adams
Brianna Adams
Tunisheltta Adetunji
Ivara Agwulonu
Cassie Allen
Akilah Alston-Regan
Donald Alvarez
Appleberry Appleberry
Ava Ayres
David Baker
Rebecca Barron
Susan Beasley
Julie Belford
Derry Bivens
Chelsey Black
Emma Blair
Robin Blankenship
Alyssa Boomer
Beth Borders
Agnes Bowlin
Pauline Bracknell

Shanele Brasfield
Amiee Brooks
Chelsee Caldwell
Brittney Cardon
Leonard Carrese
Casey Carroll
Jaineen Carroll
Astrid Carter
Juliana Caulker
Brian Cesar
Patricia Chambers
Candace Cheese
Phyllis Coker
Ashley Cox Cooper
Joshua Craig
Hang Dang
Femi Davies
Jurdean Dawkins
Ablavi Degue
Ann Dellinger
Kathy Derry
Marinette Djem
Michelle Dozier
Paige Drye
Meghan Duplantis
Juliet Edwards
Wendy Elliott
Ebere Epeagba
Ashley Everett
Valena Ferrier
Cyntina Fladger
Kelly Franca
Tess Frankum
Neshanta Frazier
Michelle Gaddis
Tarra Galgoci
Comfort Gbadebo
Elaine Gibbs
Terry Grigson
Evangela Hardin
Detria Harrison
Brittany Hayden
Emily Haytas
David Head
Mariah Head

Catherine Hester
Candace Hicks
Whitney Higuera
Kiera Holman
Susan Irvin
Helen Isherwood
Rebecca Jackson
Ellen Jatta
Bobbi Jazdzewski
Zach Johnson
Shakia Johnson
Jenean Jones
Maria Jordan
Christine Karia
Cori Kelly
Alexander King
Ziyad Kirby
Kathy Koppenhofer
Jennifer Lancaster
Christopher Lane
Bri Lane
Belinga Larbi
Joy Lazarus
Victoria  Lindall
Denise Lindhardt
Amy Little
Rachel Long
Brenda  Maddox
Kellie Marklin
Nelson Martinez
Tracey Mason
Michael Mayer
Jesse McCoy
Tracey Mccuan
Keisha Mcpherson
Melinda Meade
Sarah Meffert
Kelsey Meyer

Rachel Miller
Peggy Millinor
Kristin Mincey
Kellie Mitchell
Ashley Alsobrook Mitchell
Patricia Money
Linitra Montgomery
Natasha Moore
Kristen Morris
Grace Mucheru
Samantha Murphy
Peter Mwaura
Kristen Myers
Mia Nalls
Amutha Narayanaswamy
Joysline Ndungu
Tansy Parmer
Cindy Newman
Pauline Olela
Anna Paller
Susan Partain
Lauren Pazda
Elizabeth Peters
Barb Petersen
Mercy Mumbura
Shelia Caldwell-Pointer
Sherry Powell
Michelle Powell
Monica Prat
Amanda Proudfoot
Katie Ragsdale
Sharissa Ray
Tammie Redwine
Samuel Richardson
Amy Riley
Kristen Rinaldi
Janet Rivera
Rhonda Rogers

Janet Rollor
Terry Rudisill
Katelyn Rushton
Summer Sales
Amanda Salois
Shauna Migneault
Sokpheap Sar
Miriam Senior
Sathyavathy Shankar
Emily Shrontz
Jon Slocum
Renee Smith
Michelle Smith
Brittany Sorgen
Stefanie Specht
Nancy Starnes
Martha Stinson
Veronica Taylor
Paola Thames
Maria Thomas
Monica Tomko
Morgan Torres
Ginger Truitt
Delphine Tucker
Rebekah Tumlin
Emily Vines
Lisa Walters
Anita Ward
Elise Westbrooks
Joy Wharton
Jasmine Williams
Tuova Williams
Ginny Williamson
Hannah Wilson
Geremy Wooten



Changing lives andempowering others

Terri Holden 
Med-Surg Charge Nurse at Piedmont Cartersville

Terri has a gift for finding creative ways to make patients feel cared for and not forgotten. 
She makes special connections and embraces patients as if they are family. She 
exemplifies everything that it means to be a Piedmont nurse by truly making a positive 
difference in every life she touches. We thank you, Terri, for going above and beyond to 
make our patients feel at home.

Lisa Treadwell
Charge Nurse in the Progressive Care Unit at Piedmont Eastside Medical

With 40 years of experience as a nurse, Lisa still stands by her mantra, “Nurse from 
the heart”. She believes excellent clinical skills are only half of what it takes to be an 
exceptional nurse. Care and compassion are the other half, and she routinely shares this 
with others. She teaches younger staff the importance of combining skills with heart 
to connect with patients on a deeper level. We honor you, Lisa, for your passion and 
commitment to our patients.

Kathleen LePain  
Staff Nurse in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Piedmont Athens Regional

Kathleen has a gift for providing personalized care, comfort and empathy to families 
going through trying times. She has seen a lot in her 40 years as a nurse in the NICU. 
Her superior clinical skills, depth of knowledge and compassionate heart set her apart. 
Kathleen is skilled in listening to her co-workers, patients, and their families. She makes 
it her mission to meet their needs and provide for them as best she can. We appreciate 
you, Kathleen, and your dedication to our patients and staff.

Congratulations on being recognized as AJC Celebrating Nurses 
Honorees and making a positive difference in every life you touch.

PRESENTED BY

NOMINATE TODAY!
2024 CELEBRATING NURSES 

NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN
Do you know a deserving nurse who should be honored at Celebrating Nurses? 
Now is your chance to show your heartfelt appreciation. Share your story with 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution by submitting your nomination today.

SCAN TO NOMINATE
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Check out our digital magazine at ajc.com/pulse.  
Follow Pulse’s LinkedIn page at  

linkedin.com/company/ajc-pulse-magazine.

The latest health care industry news and lifestyle 
content for nurses from Pulse, The Atlanta  

Journal-Constitution’s digital magazine for nurses.

HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY 
& LIFESTYLE NEWS

Special offer  for 
healthcare  workers

Unlimited access to 
our content, just 
99¢ for 3 months.

ajc.com

©2023 Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, Inc. All rights reserved.

THE HEART  
OF OUR CARE.   
THE BACKBONE  
OF OUR HOSPITALS.

Hughes Spalding Hospital

Congratulations to the 2023 AJC Celebrating Nursing Excellence Award 
nominees from Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. Your compassion and 
commitment to caring for Georgia’s children are what makes Children’s  
a national leader.

Scottish Rite Hospital 
Egleston Hospital



THANK YOU FOR 
JOINING US.
Tell us about your experience! Scan to 
share your feedback from today's event.

CELEBRATING  
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Platinum & Social Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Bronze Sponsor Media Partner

18

19

THANK YOU
TO OUR VALUED SPONSORS


